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1. Purpose of report  
 
1.1 To present the proposed discretionary fee and charge levels for Economy and 

Environment for approval by Elected Members.  If approved, fees will apply to 
transactions carried out within the 2015/16 financial year. 

 
2. Recommendations 
 
2.1    The proposed changes to discretionary fee and charge levels be approved by 

Members, subject to consultation with Overview & Scrutiny Committee and Township 
Committees. 

 
 

3    Background 
 
3.1  The Authority carries out an annual review of discretionary fees and charges as part of 

the budget setting process.  It is a requirement of this process that Elected Members 
agree a general level of increase for all income streams taking into account the 
prevailing level of inflation.  For the 2015/16 financial year, Members are being asked 
to agree an increase of 2.0%, wherever possible to ensure that the Authority sets a 
balanced budget for the forthcoming financial year (2015/16).   

 
3.2  Consultation proposed/undertaken 

 



 Consultation will be undertaken via Township Committees week commencing 3 
November 2014. 

 
4.    Financial implications 
 
4.1    Background 
 
4.1.1 Discretionary fees & charges provide a relatively high contribution to the overall funding 

of the services within the Economy and Environment Directorate. The full range of 
discretionary fees and charges for the services are detailed in appendices to this 
report.  

 
4.1.2 A proposed increase in fees and charges for 2015/16 of 2.0% was agreed by Members 

as part of the budget setting process in July of this year.  Following agreement of this 
proposed increase, each Service Director has been asked to review each fee levied by 
the Service and increase them by 2.0% wherever possible.  

 
4.1.3 The proposed fee levels for the 2015/16 financial year are shown in section  

4.2. Where fees have not been increased by the percentage proposed by Members 
(2.0%), with some variation caused by rounding, exceptions are described in 4.2. 

 
4.14 There are number of areas were fees are proposed to reduce, stay the same or 

increase significantly.  The Services will need to monitor income carefully throughout 
the year and ensure that overall income targets are being met. 

 
4.2  2015/16 Discretionary Fees & Charges 
 
4.2.1 The proposed fees & charges for the 2015/16 financial year are detailed in the 

Appendices of this report as follows: 
 
 Appendix 1 – Highways 

Appendix 2 – Property Services 
 Appendix 3 – Planning and Regulation  

Appendix 4 – Environmental Management 
Appendix 5 – Strategic Housing 
Appendix 6 – Public Protection 
 
Capital Projects and Economic Affairs Teams do not have any fees and charges. 
 

4.2.2    Given the volume of fees and charges for this service area the attached Appendices 
have been clearly marked and include the following areas; 
 

• Those current fees and charges where an increase greater than the 2.0% is 

proposed with a narrative explaining why;  

• New fees and charges proposed for 2015/16 and reasons why they are 

being introduced; 

• Those current fees and charges where it is proposed that they will no longer 

apply and why.  

4.2.3 Appendix 1 – Highways 

  Car Park Tariffs and Permits 
 
 In 2014/15 members agreed to freeze cark tariffs at existing levels and to reduce 

permits by 25%.  This was a response to the increasing number of private car park 



operators, particularly in town centres, whose charges were less than the Council.  
Members are asked to consider continuing this freeze and % reduction for 2015/16.  
The impact on the income in this area will be approximately £17k depending on uptake 
and demand.  The service will attempt to mitigate this loss of income by pushing the 
sale of permits and capitalising on the new car parks created in Rochdale Town 
Centre.  

Production of Traffic Management Plans for Charity or non-commercial events  

 
 Members will be aware that the Council is asked to support a large number of events 

on the highway throughout the year.  This includes Carnivals, Fetes, Church walks and 
other charity events.  A charge of £121 was agreed in 2014/15 but at the request of 
members has not been consistently applied due to the response from organising 
groups and the threat of events not going ahead.  Members are asked to confirm 
whether this charge should be waived for charity and non-commercial events within 
2015/16.  The loss of income will be approximately £40k.  It is still recommended to 
charge for commercial events on the highway.  

 
4.2.4 Appendix 3 – Planning  
 
 The only other notable change is to include the existing charge for the administration 

and allocation of developer contributions secured within S106 obligations.  It is 
proposed to increase this from 4% to 5% of overall contribution to bring this charge in 
line with the emerging proposals for the replacement of S106 with the Community 
Infrastructure Levy.  Authorities can use funds from the levy to recover the costs of 
administering the levy. Regulation 61, as amended by the 2014 Regulations allows 
them to spend up to five per cent of their total levy receipts on administrative 
expenses. Where an authority spends less than its permitted allowance on 
administrative expenses, it must transfer the remaining allowance for use on capital 
infrastructure projects. 

 

4.2.5 Appendix 4 - Environmental Management 

  

 Allotments 

 
The Council charges for allotments are already at the top end of comparative charges 
across AGMA.  Members are asked to consider maintaining the current rates for 
2015/16. 

 

Fishing Permits 

 
Due to a decrease in income from this area over recent years, members are asked to 
consider maintaining the current rates for 2015/16 

  

 Pitch Fees (Sports and other) 

 
The fees for sports pitches were frozen in 2012 following a cabinet decision.  This was 
based on evidence that sports teams were not booking facilities as charges were too 
high.  Members are asked to consider maintaining the current rates for 2015/16 to 
encourage greater uptake of sports lettings. 



 

Transport and MOT 

 
Members are asked to consider a reduction in the price of a private MOT test from 
£47.60 to £45.00 in order to bring this in line with competition and to increase the 
number of MOT provided.  MOT Tests for Class 5 and Class 7 vehicles are 
recommended to increase by 10% to bring them in line with the market.  Members are 
asked to consider freezing the charges for private vehicle repairs at the current level to 
continue to be competitive in the market.    

 

4.2.6 Appendix 5 – Strategic Housing- new discretionary fee 

 
The ability exists to levy a charge for the service of statutory notices on landlords of 

defective premises and it is proposed that this charge is introduced in 2015-16. The 

relevant legislation permits the council to collect the costs only of preparing and 

serving the notice. It is not possible to predict the income that this activity will generate 

as not all cases follow the same pattern, on average the council serves 10 such 

notices per annum.   

 

4.2.7 Appendix 6 – Public Protection 

 

 The vast majority of fees have been retained and increased by 2% in line with 

corporate expectations.  However, there are some exceptions to this, which are listed 

below: 

 

Fees withdrawn from the discretionary list 2015/16 as they are statutory: 

Several fees levied by the Public Protection Service are set at a statutory level (without 

any discretion) and these are endorsed through other processes (eg the Licensing and 

Regulatory Committee or separate reports to Cabinet).  These include: 

• Private Water Supplies; 

• Liquor licence fees (linked to rateable value of premises); 

• Gambling fees (discretionary but within a statutorily-fixed sliding scale, so reported 

to Licensing and Regulatory Committee); and 

 

Fees increased at a level above the corporate expectation of 2%: 

• Cockroaches, bedbugs and fleas – the previous fees for work have not been 

reflective of the labour-intensive work or of the fees charged by competitors in the 

market.  In addition, the previous fees for work in larger properties did not reflect 

the additional work and materials required to treat effectively in such buildings; and 

• Demestes and carpet beetles – as above. 

 

R1268 (New)  Y R1269 (New) Grant, Renewal and Transfer Fee for Sexual 

Entertainment Venue (SEV) and Sex Shop Establishment 

The proposed charge is reflective of the landmark R (Hemming & Others) v 

Westminster City Council case which held that the licence fee has to be made on a 

cost recovery basis only and has to comply with the European Services Directive 

206/123/EC, which states "that any charges provided for by a competent authority 

which applicants may incur under an authorisation scheme must be reasonable and 



proportionate to the cost of the procedures and formalities under the scheme and must 

not exceed the cost of those procedures and formalities". Consequently, the Licensing 

Section has had to work out the costings to take the legal case into consideration. 

 

New Scrap Metal Fees  

New fees set at Cabinet 19 September 2013. The licences remain valid for 3 years 

and so the fees will remain valid and static for the next 3 year period. The fee can only 

be legally reviewed in 3 years time. 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Service has reviewed its charges against relevant legislation to ensure that all 

transactions remain compliant with the relevant statutes governing Local Authority 
activities.   
 

6.  Personnel Implications 
 
6.1  There are no personnel implications arising as a result of this report. 

 
7. Risk Assessment Implications  
  
7.1 There are no specific risk issues for members to consider arising from this report. 
 
8. Equalities Impacts 

 
8.1  Workforce Equality Impact Assessments 
 
8.1.1 There are no (significant) workforce equality issues arising from this report. 

 
8.2  Equality/Community Impact Assessments 
 
8.2.1 The Service has considered the impact of the proposed increases to its fees and 

charges on the groups to whom they are levied.  It is the view of the Service that there 
is no disproportionate impact to any one group.  

 
9.      Background papers 
 
9.1    There are no background papers associated with this report. 
 
9.2    For further information about this report please contact:- 

Mark Widdup 
Director of Economy and Environment 
mark.widdup@rochdale.gov.uk 
Tel: 01706 922005 


